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Secretary’s Report 

 

This is my final report as Secretary of the Shrewsbury group and I would like to use this opportunity 

to praise the people I have been privileged to work - and walk - with during the past 10 years. They 

strive to ensure that they and others can continue to walk and enjoy the local countryside by 

conserving and improving accessibility to it. In doing so they create a warm, inclusive social 

atmosphere guaranteed to maintain the good physical and mental health of all those involved.    

My role on the committee is to facilitate the work of other officers by arranging meetings and 

recording what happens, so I have little extra to report to this AGM except that the committee has 

had 4 meetings this year which were well attended. In addition, there are ‘planning groups’ to 

ensure that particular activities work smoothly – Away Weeks, social events, AGM. Some officers 

attend external meetings with Shropshire Council, Area Council, Shropshire Way Association etc. to 

conserve and develop the walking environment. Walks co-ordinators (not all on the committee)  

gather walks for each quarter by encouraging walk leaders to come forward. Other members 

provide training workshops to ensure that these leaders are confident about map reading, safety 

and how to use new technologies to maintain an interesting programme on 4 or 5 days a week. 

E-mail contact is maintained with National Ramblers and the Area Secretary and we even had a 

Ramblers’ Road Show in Shrewsbury in June. Several members attended this and enjoyed various 

interesting – and occasional contentious -workshops, as well as meeting ramblers from further 

afield. 

Not a large bureaucracy, but sufficient to provide enjoyable and safe walks for anyone who wants to 

join us. 

So – thank you to all who make this work so well.  

This year, we also have to say farewell both to our Chairman, John Newnham, and our Vice-

Chairman, Graham Baker. Both have been members/officers of the committee for many years and 

have brought special knowledge and inspiration at both Group and Area levels. We are lucky to have 

had them at the helm for so long. Thank you both. 

And I would like to thank all of you for your comradeship on the committee and on walks for the 

past decade. I am not going anywhere – I hope to be walking with Shrewsbury Ramblers for many 

years yet! 

Kath Bristow 
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